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in the County of Kildare. The gate-house, the round flanking tower, 
and the wall which enclosed the bawn, have all vanished. These were 
barbarously pulled down, and the stones of which they were composed, 
as also the granite rocks belonging to the curious ancient cooking-hearth, 
were all broken up and used as " metal" for repairing the neighbouring 
roads, or as building materials for a new police barrack which has been 
erected hard by. Nothing now remains to mark the site of the once 
celebrated nunnery of St. Liadhain, except the crumbling ruin of one 
small and insignificant gable wall. The narrow-minded industry of the 
occupier of Killyon has here erased every trace which could bear testi- 
mony to the pious zeal of the nun, or to the teeming hospitality of the 
b|A&cAC (biadhtach) of former times. 



SUGGESTIONS TOR THE PROPER ARRANGEMENT AND 

PRESERVATION OF THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS 

IN ST. CANICE'S CATHEDRAL. 

BY JOHN G. A. PRIM. 

[Read at the Meeting of September ith.~\ 

There are few local members of this Society, I am sure, who need to 
be told what deep reasons the Kilkenny archaeologist possesses for gra- 
titude to the memory of Bishop Pococke for his preservation of the 
ancient tombs in our venerable Cathedral. Not only local antiquaries, 
however, but the local public at large, look upon these monuments of 
mediaeval art and piety, with a just pride, esteeming them as interesting 
mementos of the past, and valuable historical records. I am not, 
nevertheless, quite sure that even those of the public who are imbued 
with a taste for antiquities, are generally aware of the extent of injury 
to which the disposition of the monuments made, with a far different 
view, by Bishop Pococke, has exposed them, and that some of the effigial 
tombs which the worthy prelate rescued from the obscurity in which 
they had so long lain, heaped promiscuously in a disused side-chapel, 
were incongruously and erroneously arranged by those whom he em- 
ployed to set them up. Such is the fact, however ; and in bringing 
this subject under the notice of the Society, I have in view the accom- 
plishment of two salient objects — first, to expose the errors fallen into 
in putting up the misplaced altar-tombs, in the hope that the hint may 
lead to a new and more correct arrangement of them ; and secondly, to 
attain the preservation of the more humble, though scarcely less inter- 
27 
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esting sepulchral slabs, the inscriptions and sculptured devices of which 
are fast becoming obliterated in consequence of the position in which 
they have been injudiciously placed, serving as common flooring flags. 

The greatest error which has been fallen into in arranging the effigial 
monuments, occurs in the separating of the tombs of Piers, eighth Earl 
of Ormonde, and his Lady, Margaret of Kildare. The recumbent statue 
of the " Red Earl," in full panoply, and with a sleeping talbot at his 
feet, is supported on an altar-tomb placed beneath the first arch of 
the nave, nearest the belfry, on the north side ; and bears the inscrip- 
tion : — 

8)tc. 3acet. }JDetru«. ClButteler. come*. jDrtnonfe. et. sDissiorie. qui. oMit. 
$$&% tie. aagtum'. anno. SDomfnf. S^.€C€€€.%%%%%. 

As this inscription appears quite perfect in itself, we might not suppose 
that any impropriety had been committed in laying out the Earl's stem- 
looking effigy thus, in solitary state, were we not to examine the tomb 
of his Lady, which lies at some distance from the former, under one of 
the windows of the north lateral aisle. The statue of the celebrated 
Countess, clothed in flowing drapery of ample folds, wearing the 
" horned head-dress" of the age in which she flourished, and having her 
hands devoutly raised in the attitude of prayer upon the breast, exactly 
corresponds in execution and size with that of her husband. But the 
great proof that they were never intended to be separated, as at present, 
exists in the fact that the commencement of the inscription shows it to 
be a continuation of that on the Earl's tomb. It is — 

«Bt. spargama. JFttjgeralO. comfttssa. uxor, eju* que. obiit. J£. nit. 
augujjtt. [ ] 

Whilst these monuments are allowed to remain apart, this inscription 
must of course be imperfect, and a puzzle to the uninitiated visitor ; 
and it is, therefore, much to be wished that the Earl and his Countess 
were once more united, and placed side by side, as when their monu- 
ment was originally erected. 

Another glaring error committed in the modern erection of the tombs, 
will be found with respect to that of Richard, first Viscount Mountgar- 
ret. The effigy of this nobleman is the best executed of any in the 
Cathedral, and though the inscription is partially broken away, enough 
remains to inform us that the monument is erected to a Lord Mount- 
garret, who died on the 20th December, 1571, and this date identifies 
it as belonging to the first of the title. The tomb, which is one of 
altar-shape, is placed in a corner of the south transept, so that only one 
side-stone supports the table on which the statue lies. This supporting- 
stone is ornamented with various devices representing the passion of the 
Saviour, and two shields with armorial bearings. Over the dexter 
escutcheon, which is charged with the chief indented of the House of 
Butler, is the name " 2Drmonn," in raised letters ; and over the sinister 
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shield, which blazons, a canton ermine, four annulets, is similarly in- 
scribed the name of the family to which those arms belonged — 
" Canttoell." Now it is quite evident that this stone never pertained 
to the monument of Lord Mountgarret, as he had nothing to do with 
either of these coats. He should bear upon his escutcheon a crescent, 
to show the distinction as to his being of a junior branch of the Butler 
family, and the name inscribed over it would, of course, not be " Or- 
mond," but " Mountgarret." He does not appear to have had any 
cause for impaling, quartering, or emblazoning the Cantwell arms. His 
mother was a Fitzgerald, the Countess Margaret of Ormonde, before 
referred to, and his three wives were chosen from the families of Butler 
of Nehom, Barnwell of Stackallen, and Plunket of Killeen. I am 
quite unaware of the person for whose monument this stone was carved, 
as I have not been able to find any intermarriage between the Ormonde 
and Cantwell families which would account for it ; however, at all events 
it is perfectly certain that, it could have nothing to do with Lord 
Mountgarret. But we may find, by making a proper examination, that 
the stone which really belongs to the Viscount's monument and should 
be supporting the table, has been misapplied, and is actually appro- 
priated as a supporter to the southern side of the tomb of his father, 
Peter, the "Red Earl" of Ormonde. Amongst the other emblems 
sculptured upon it is an escutcheon charged with a quartering of arms, 
and at either sides the initials R. B., which should have been of them- 
selves a sufficient indication to the blundering superintendant employed 
by Bishop Pococke, that the stone could have no reference to Earl 
Peter. In three of the quarters of the shield are displayed the in- 
signia of the Butler family, the " indented chief," and " covered cups," 
whilst in the fourth is the " saltier," the Fitzgerald ensign. Earl Peter 
should impale the Fitzgerald arms, as his wife was of that family, but 
on the escutcheon of her son, they would be properly quartered; and it 
is a strange fact, that whoever was charged with re-erecting this tomb, 
in Bishop Pococke's time, seems to have been aware that it was not 
consistent to have a quartering of the Butler and Fitzgerald arms on 
Earl Peter's monument, for an attempt — fortunately an unsuccessful 
one — has been made to obliterate the saltier from the portion of the 
shield in which it was blazoned. The circumstance of a crescent being 
conspicuously sculptured in the centre of the shield, to denote the 
second branch of the Butler House, should be in itself sufficient to show 
to any one acquainted with heraldry, that these arms were intended for 
a member of the Mountgarret, not of the Ormonde, family. It then 
becomes evident that beside joining the effigies of Earl Peter and the 
Countess Margaret of Ormonde, to form a single tomb in themselves, 
restitution ought also be made to the monument of Lord Mountgarret, 
of the side-stone proper thereto, whilst that which has been hitherto, by 
mistake, appropriated to him, should be removed. 

With respect to the second class of monuments to which I before 
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alluded — the slabs which lie prostrate on the floor, and which are sculp- 
tured with the richest variety of interlaced and floriated crosses that can 
perhaps be found within Great Britain or Ireland, and ranging in date 
from the thirteenth to the seventeenth century — I can aver that to my 
own knowledge several of the inscriptions and ornaments, perfectly legi- 
ble and discernible a dozen years since, are now quite obliterated; 
whilst the work of defacing the remainder gradually and surely pro- 
gresses, being the natural consequence of their being placed in the 
position of common flooring flags. " The losses of history," remarks 
Gibbon, " are indeed irretrievable ; when the productions of fancy or 
science have been swept away, new poets may invent, and new philoso- 
phers may reason ; but, if the inscription of a single fact be once 
obliterated, it can never be restored by the united efforts of genius and 
industry. The consideration of our past losses should incite the present 
age to cherish and perpetuate the valuable relics which have escaped." 
The eloquent words of the historian of the Roman Empire are forcibly 
applicable to the monuments of great national interest which are gra- 
dually decaying away, in place of being preserved, within the Cathedral 
of Ossory. In the present arrangement of the beautiful tombs which 
lie level with the floor, the foot of every thoughtless visitor who saunters 
through the Cathedral nave, understanding little of what he sees, and, 
perhaps, caring less, is rapidly effacing from their surface many valuable 
records of past ages. Little indeed does the casual sight-seer, as he 
passes along the aisles of this venerable structure, think of the many 
specimens, rich and rare, of a class of monuments most prized by the 
antiquary and the local historian, over which he ruthlessly tramps. 
The suggestion which I would offer for stopping the havoc too long 
permitted to be made amongst these old inscriptions and quaint devices, 
would be the removal of all the tombs from out of the immediate 
passage, or thoroughfare, between the principal doors and the choir, and 
the arranging them in places where it is unnecessary for the foot of the 
passenger to tread. By raising them a few inches above the level of the 
giound, a pretty strong hint would also be given to the visitor, that he 
was not to regard such slabs in the light of common flag-stones, and 
would prevent him from inadvertently treading upon them. 

When we consider the number, the beauty, and the value of these 
remains — when we reflect that in themselves they form almost a com- 
plete museum for the study of Anglo-Irish sepulchral monuments — of 
the interlaced and floriated cross -bearing tombs in particular — such as 
could scarcely be collected even by ransacking and bringing together 
the monumental treasures of the rest of the country — I think I will be 
readily agreed with, that to make a perfect arrangement and classifica- 
tion of them — to take efficient measures for their future careful pre- 
servation, might be called a national work — a work, the suggestion for 
adopting which, would at least come worthily from a Society such as 
this. 
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The Dean and Chapter of St. Canice have been for some time engaged 
in the gradual development of such judicious restorations and improve- 
ments in the Cathedral, as their circumscribed funds will admit of. It 
is to be hoped that they may speedily turn' their attention to the pre- 
servation and proper arrangement of the sepulchral monuments, the 
necessity for which is most urgent. Any movement for such a purpose, 
doubtless, may safely reckon on the sympathy and support of the mem- 
bers of the Kilkenny Archaeological Society, and of the local public at 
large. To re-erect correctly and congruously the few misplaced altar- 
tombs, would be attended with very small expense indeed — to take out 
the less imposing ones from their present position as flooring flags, and 
place them where they would be safe from further injury, would be even 
easier of accomplishment, and the few pounds which would be required, 
would be readily subscribed. In a wide sense, these monuments are 
national property, and connected with the country's history — in a nar- 
rower view, they are peculiarly endeared to the hearts of Kilkenny men, 
by the associations of family history, by the natural reverence for re- 
mains of the olden time, and by the memory of pleasures of a high and 
enduring nature conferred by their study, and the elevating thoughts 
suggested by a contemplation of them. 



KILKENNY COLLEGE. 

BY THE KEV. JOHN BROWNE, LL.D. 

[Read at the Meeting of November 6M.] 

In presenting to the library of the Society a transcript of the ancient 
Register of Kilkenny College, possessing, as it must, a high degree of 
interest, not only for most of the distinguished families of our own 
County, but for those of many other Counties also, whose ancestors 
have been educated in this " famous schoole," as it has been justly 
styled — I wish at the same time to lay before the meeting some notices 
of the establishment over which I have the honour to preside, and to 
place on record, among our Transactions, the opinions expressed con- 
cerning it by some good men of the olden time. And it affords me 
sincere pleasure to be enabled to bring forward this brief notice of Kil- 
kenny College in the presence of the descendant and representative of 
the noble House, by one of whose distinguished members it was originally 
founded. Although the presence of our Chairman and Patron* prevents 
me from saying on this subject as much as I could wish, yet I may 

* The Marquis of Ormonde, who presided at the meeting. 



